I wanted to share my experience with FIDO. This past winter, when the weather was very cold and dreary my neighbor’s two dogs were living outside. They were chained in opposite corners at the back of the neighbor’s yard. One of the dogs (a black lab) had an igloo home which was a little small for him; the other (a shepherd) was using a travel crate with a blanket over the top as shelter. Please be aware my neighbors always seem to care for their dogs. They had food and water. It was just in shelter they seemed to be lacking and I never believed that was due to them not caring for the dogs, but rather due to them not having the means to care for their dogs. Two rather large dogs in a rather small home along with two adults and two children makes for a crowd. 

Sadly, I did not feel I had a close enough relationship with my neighbor to go to him directly about the situation with his dogs – also, I work two jobs and am rarely home at a time when I could have gone to talk to him. A friend and coworker of mine gave me the contact information for FIDO. I called and left a message describing the situation and received a call back from a FIDO member who told me she and another person from FIDO were planning to go to the home to offer some assistance to my neighbors. I appreciated not only the fact that she responded to me, but even more so the fact that they were going to offer assistance. Another call back from the lady in FIDO let me know that she had gone to the home and left a bale of hay along with her card. I am not sure if my neighbor contacted FIDO or if they made further contact with my neighbor, but within days I had heard back from FIDO that they were taking a dog house to the shepherd and when monies allowed they would be back to help with a kennel for the dogs. The lady let me know that my neighbor truly cared about the dogs and just did not have the means to provide better shelter or an option other than the chains for the dogs at that time. 

Sure enough, a lovely dog house with the words “Property of FIDO” stenciled on the back soon appeared in my neighbor’s yard and it was very obvious the dog was very happy in the new home. She would lay in the house, looking out the door. It provided her a dry and warmer area to sleep. Some weeks later, when  the weather was nicer, I was in my back yard with my dog when I hear d people next door. It was the ladies from FIDO returned to help my neighbors build a kennel for the dogs. As I left for work that day I stopped to talk with everyone for a moment. My neighbor was so happy that she was going to be able to let the dogs off the chains. She told me how FIDO was going to bring a second house for the lab as well. She was absolutely beaming with joy as she spoke the praises of FIDO, and rightly so. This amazing organization was helping her care for her beloved dogs. It was not long before not only did a second dog house (also stenciled with “Property of FIDO”) showed up next door, but another section of kennel as well. Now the two dogs each had shelter and a larger area to run and play. Each time I pass those dogs laying in the kennel or inside their homes I am reminded of the generosity and caring of the people of FIDO. Not only did they provide for two wonderful dogs in my neighborhood, but they also opened the doors of communication between myself and my neighbors. For both of these acts I am grateful to FIDO.   

