Dog Fighting Contests
__________________________________________________________________________________

Dog fighting is not only a terrible act upon an animal—drugs, illegal weapons, and money laundering is also involved!  Dog fighting occurs right here in our community!  Know what to look for and how to report this cruel and illegal activity!  Thanks to a state law that passed in 2002, it is now easier to prosecute dog fighters.  Previously, police had to actually catch them in the act.  Now all they have to see is a scarred dog and any training equipment or materials.  Conviction on dog fighting charges can result in jail time of 6 months to 3 years and a fine of up to $10,000.  
What to look for:

·   Scars on the dog 
·   Debarking (removal of a dog’s vocal cords)
·   Dog fighting area or pit (especially look for blood stains)

·   Dog fighting training manuals 
·   Animal fighting rules book

·   Video tapes of dogs fighting

·   Treadmills redesigned for dogs

·   Spring pole (such as a garage door spring) that the dogs bite and hang from

·   Hot walker

·   Cat walker

·   Jenni

·   Gaff

·   Spurs (used for cockfighting)

·   Parting sticks

·   Large stock of medication, such as penicillin, stored at home

What to do:
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	If you observe any of the above signs of dog fighting, call Indianapolis/Marion County Animal Care and Control right away!  Although you may feel compelled to intervene, it could be a very dangerous situation that is best left to the professionals to handle.

327-1424 Animal Care and Control Investigations

327-1397 General number for Animal Care and Control

327-3811 Animal Care and Control after hours number

911
      call the police if you see dog fighting in action!




· Take photos or video tape the dogs, training equipment, and anything else that can be used as evidence. 
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Animal Advocacy Network of Indiana (AANI)
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